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1499 July 29, 1904 

Encinal, Tex. , July 5, 1904- 

Continuous rains on the 2d, 3d, and 4th instant have prevented 
regular work. On the 4th and 5th we fumigated 43 houses contain- 
ing 72 rooms; oiled 14 barrels and 1 cistern. 

We have so far found comparatively few barrels containing larvae, 
for the reason that the Mexican population buy water from the rail- 
road tank, which is regularly oiled. 

The majority of the people here refuse fumigation at first, but do 
not object to oil. 

So far as I can learn, the majority of the breeding places for mosqui- 
toes here are the cisterns belonging to the American business firms 
which do not take the time to oil their premises. 

1 have not found a case of fever in this place. The estimated popu- 
ation is 600. 1 believe that we will have done all that can be done 
here by to-morrow noon. 

Inspection of ranches in Zapata County. 

Zapata, Tex. , July 15, 1904. 

On July 10 I inspected the Laguna and Dolores ranches, each with 
a population of about 50 people. I found no sickness of any charac- 
ter, and no history of infection last year at the places visited. On the 
11th instant I inspected La Perla, the Bruni ranch, and found no sick- 
ness there. 

We reached San Ignacio on the night of the 12th. This place has 
an estimated population of 800. The town is built on the banks of 
the Rio Grande. All the inhabitants use water from the river, and 
all have barrels. We inspected 150 houses and 175 barrels and found 
no wigglers and very few mosquitoes. Water, as a rule, is not allowed 
to stand more than a day or so before being replenished. I found few 
cases of sickness here, except an epidemic of sore eyes. There is a 
Mexican town on the opposite side of the river of the name of San 
Ignacio also, but I was unable to cross the river, the Mexican authori- 
ties having discontinued the ferries. 

I left San Ignacio the following morning, reaching Zapata (formerly 
Carrizo), county seat of Zapata County, the afternoon of the same day. 

The estimated population of Zapata is 800, with only a few English- 
speaking residents. This is a very healthful town. We have found 
no sickness and no mosquitoes. The last physician who lived here 
was assassinated some six months ago. 

I visited Guerrero, Mexico, a town of about 8,000 population, situ- 
ated 6 miles from the river. It was formerly a town of 20,000 people. 
Through the courtesy of Mr. R. A. Haynes I am enabled to make the 
following report on Guerrero, which can be depended upon as being 
correct in the main: 

There has been considerable mortality during the past month among 
old people and children — prevailing cause, pneumonia and measles. 
At the present time there are quite a number of cases of malaria and 
some cases diagnosed as scarlet fever. Smallpox has been rumored to 
prevail frequently of late, but the Government has been enforcing 
vaccination very rigidly, with the result that at the present time it is 
likely that none exists. 



July 29, 1904 1500 

I shall leave here for Roma to-morrow, thence to Rio Grande City. 
I find it impossible to make more than 20 miles a day with my present 
teams. We expect to reach Rio Grande City by the 20th. 

I am very much indebted to Mr. Emanuel Feuille, deputy collector 
of customs, as also Mr. Jack Thatcher, of the custom-house, for 
courtesies extended to us in Zapata. 

Conditions at Rio Grande City — Proposed inspection service at certain 
ferries on the Rio Grande. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Dashiell reports, through Passed Assistant 
Surgeon Richardson, as follows: 

Rio Grande City, Tex. , June 2%., 1904-. 

Sir: I inclose herewith a rough tracing of the Rio Grande within 
the limits of Starr County, showing thereon some of the most impor- 
tant towns and ranches on both sides of the river. 

It will be quite a difficult matter to keep a watch on all these places, 
although I am assured by the deputy collector of customs that he can 
concentrate these boats at certain specified points — for instance, 
Salineno ranch, Roma, Rio Gran.de City, La Grulla — and can prohibit 
all the unlicensed boats from carrying passengers. 

There are numerous ranches and small settlements along the river, 
scattered throughout the territory. 

On account of the number of small settlements it would be difficult 
to prevent ingress of infected subjects, unless the crossing of the river 
were absolutely prohibited, except at certain points where the inspect- 
ors are placed. 

1 have not been to Camargo as yet, and will not visit that place until 
next week, owing to the absence of the mayor of that town. 

Rio Grande City is watered by cisterns for the well-to-do and by 
river water, in barrels, for the poorer classes. 

I have seen many mosquitoes, among which were stegomyise, although 
I have been unable to locate any wigglers in the few barrels and two 
cisterns that 1 have inspected. 

The river at this point on the United States side is separated from 
the high bank by about 500 yards width of overflow ground, produced 
bv change in the course of the river. This overflow ground is thickly 
covered with rank vegetation, including some corn and other farm prod- 
ucts, and is studded with numerous pools of water — some as much as 
one-quarter acre in extent — and their edges rank with vegetation. The 
town is far from clean, amd the high bank of the river seems to be a 
favorite place for dumping manure and other refuse. 

While I have been unable to locate any wigglers in the water bar- 
rels, I am sure there must be quite a number of them in this locality. 

I shall investigate and report as to the possibility of sanitating the 
pools along the river front, although 1 do not think any action advisa- 
ble, as it is very nearly time for the river to rise, when the high water 
will obviate any necessity for oiling. 

It will not be possible to obtain mortuary statistics, except from the 
unofficial sources, as the authorities have kept no records on this side 
of the river. Two of the doctors, however, have promised to keep 



